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NACDA – Data on Aging
Plan for Today
• NIA perspective and guidance from Dr. 
Partha Bhattacharyya
• Why data sharing matters
• Resources available from ICPSR and NACDA
• Preparing data for sharing 
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NIH Data Sharing Policy
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/data_sharing/data_sharing_guidance.htm
• Consider Data Sharing Methods
• Ensure Timeliness
• Protect Human Subjects
• Understand Proprietary Data Constraints
• Provide Complete Data Documentation
• Consider Requesting Funds for Data Sharing
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NIH Data Sharing Policy
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/data_sharing/index.htm
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NIH Data Sharing FAQ
Go to: https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/data-sharing.htm
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NIA – Stay in the Know
https://www.nia.nih.gov/research/blog
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WHY SHARE DATA?
NACDA – Data on Aging
• Behavioral and Social Research sciences (BSR) has a long history of 
making data available for secondary research.
• ICPSR was one of the first repositories established under this philosophy, 
beginning with Political Science data, but now we have been joined by other 
publicly available repositories.
• The US Government also has historically treated its data, particularly health 
data, as a public good, opening sharing the NHIS and other federally funded 
surveys and administrative data.
• The United States is somewhat unique in this, as data availability in other 
nations can be tightly controlled and difficult to use for secondary analysis.
• Over the past 20 years we have seen significant increases in data sharing 
among non-BSR disciplines such as biomedical studies, epidemiology and 
psychology. This has greatly enhanced our understanding in these fields.
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Benefits of Data Sharing
• It fulfils your obligation to your funding agency.
• It promotes “Team Science,” the multidisciplinary use of research data.
• It can generate new perspectives and uses for your data to explore research questions that 
were not part of the original study design.
• It increases use of a study beyond what primary investigators can reasonably generate: 
HRS (6000 pubs), MIDUS (1292 pubs), NSHAP (1940 pubs).
• It builds collaborations, multidisciplinary opportunities, education and training uses, and 
increases the profile of primary researchers.
• It makes you a better researcher.
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IT MAKES YOUR DATA DISCOVERABLE
NACDA – Data on Aging
Why have a data 
sharing plan that 
simplifies the use 
of your data?
A properly Designed Data Sharing Plan
Can have a Significant Impact on the
Use and Scientific Impact of Your Study
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Web Address - https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NACDA/ 
Twitter handle - @NACDA_Aging
Facebook - NACDA Program on Aging - @NACDA.Aging.Program
LinkedIn - linkedin.com/company/nacda-aging
Email icpsr-nacda@umich.edu
LIFE’s Use in Research
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Web Address - https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NACDA/ 
Twitter handle - @NACDA_Aging
Facebook - NACDA Program on Aging - @NACDA.Aging.Program
LinkedIn - linkedin.com/company/nacda-aging
Email icpsr-nacda@umich.edu
SWAN’s Use in Research
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Concerns About Data Sharing
Among the most common concerns mentioned in the “request for 
comments” on the new NIH data sharing requirements were made 
in regards to protecting respondent confidentiality.
• Data sharing does not require disclosure.
• A compliant data sharing plan will minimize disclosure risk while 
maximizing data access.
• All data can be shared safely if the appropriate safeguards are put in place.
• Confidentiality is not an excuse for not sharing data!
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Developing a Data Management Plan
• NACDA and ICPSR have decades of experience in creating and developing data management plans to 
address best practices in data sharing.
• We manage data with a variety of structures, needs and requirements.
• We offer data management plans from public distribution to the physical enclaving of highly sensitive 
data.
• NACDA’s role is to advise and facilitate researchers in the best practices for data management and 
data sharing. 
• NACDA can help you navigate the development of a successful data sharing plan.
• NACDA can help you distribute NIA funded data through our repository or through our open-source 
self-publishing site.
• NACDA can help you develop a data management plan for NIA data even if you chose to self distribute 
your study.
• We want to help you be successful and productive.
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ICPSR Data Management Plan Resources
NACDA – Data on Aging
ICPSR Data Management Plan Resources
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ICPSR Data Management Plan Resources
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanage
ment/dmp/index.html
Go to the link below to watch ICPSR’s Data Management 
Plans Webinar: 
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ICPSR Data Management Plan Resources
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/dmp/faqs.html
NACDA – Data on Aging
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/deposit/guide/
ICPSR Data Management Plan Resources
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NACDA Program on Aging
The NACDA data archive has spent 
the past 40 years identifying,  
gathering and organizing data on 
aging and the aging life course so 
we can share these resources 
with the research community.
NACDA currently supports 
approximately 1,600 individual 
studies on ageing and health and 
adds new studies to our 
collections each year.
NACDA is part of  ICPSR
Twitter @NACDA_Aging
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NACDA Data Management Plan Resources
Need a Letter of Support? 
Contact us:
icpsr-nacda@umich.edu
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So You Want to Share Your Data…
Why deposit your data with us?
• To fulfill grant obligations
• To broaden research potential of the data
• It’s free (for you and secondary users)
• It will be preserved 
• It’s easy to track usage
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Preparing Data for Sharing 
Here is a sort of painful and funny video that accurately illustrates 
the need for core work that we do: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2zK3sAtr-4
(No need to watch the whole thing - the message is clear pretty quickly.)
1. Remediate risk of respondent confidentiality concerns
2. Provide complete collection metadata (sampling info, etc.)
3. Provide complete variable metadata (variable and value labels)
4. Provide documentation (codebook, questionnaire, user guide)
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Preparing Data for Sharing 
How long does it take?
How many files do you have? 
How many variables are there?
Are the labels included in the data file?
Do you have a release date in mind? 
Reach out to us – the timeframe for release depends on many factors.
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Preparing Data for Sharing 
Is your data longitudinal?
If so, make sure to highlight variables users should use to merge, share 
syntax, and consider providing a merged file.
https://giphy.com/gifs/ioelondon-life-closer-lifelong-vRGJJ4d4bcXPUNy1eH
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Preparing Data for Sharing
Check out our “Data Tools/Resources” pages
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Preparing Data for Sharing
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Preparing Data for Sharing 
Contact us! 
Reach out to us at icpsr-nacda@umich.edu
We will help you figure it out.
NACDA – Data on Aging
Depositing Data with NACDA
Visit our site: 
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
web/pages/NACDA/index.html
Select the “Deposit” tab
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Depositing Data with NACDA
Refer to our 
depositor 
checklist
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Depositing Data with NACDA
2 ways to deposit
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NACDA – Study Pages Example
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Depositing Data with NACDA-OAR
https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/nacda-oar
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Why Self Publish with NACDA-OAR?
• You control the content and 
versions
• Quick availability and DOI
• Discoverable through ICPSR and 
NACDA site searches
• Fulfills your NIH Data Sharing 
Requirements
• Rapid turnover and release
• We track the use of your data
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NACDA-OAR – Study Pages Example
https://doi.org/10.3886/E116171V2
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NACDA or NACDA-OAR?
NACDA-OAR
• Self-publish gerontological content
• Quick turnaround and DOI
• You perform confidentiality review, 
create page content, and upload 
final file versions
• You control versioning
NACDA
• We publish and prioritize NIA-
funded research
• Time to curate and convert files
• We perform confidentiality review 
and create page content and final 
file versions based on info you 
provided
• We manage versioning
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NACDA Newsletter
NACDA – Data on Aging
Web Address - https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NACDA/ 
Twitter handle - @NACDA_Aging
Facebook - NACDA Program on Aging - @NACDA.Aging.Program
LinkedIn - linkedin.com/company/nacda-aging
Email icpsr-nacda@umich.edu
Contact Us and Stay Informed





Look for these slides on the NACDA announcements page! 
